AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A flow control method for Virtual Container (V Q- 
Trunks in metropolitan-area network equipment^ comprising th e fo ll ow i ng st e ps : 

A4-determininq , by a receiving-end equipment, whether a s e rv i c e data pack e t 
b l ock e x i st i ng there is congestion at a VC-Trunk of a- the receiving-end transm i ss i on 
equipment, if s othere is congestion at the VC-Trunk , sending eu^a flow control packet 
with a VC-Trunk tag of the VC-Trunk to a transmission-end equipment ; 

&) -pausinq, by the transmission-end equipment, a service transmission of the 
VC-Trunk according to the VC-Trunk tag in the flow control packet , paus i ng s e rv i c e data 
pack e ts of th e VC Trunk forward i ng at a transm i ss i on e quipm e nt that has r e ce i ved sa i d 
f l ow contro l pack e t, unt il t i m i ng brought i n by th e f l ow contro l pack e t e xp i r e s and no 
oth e r n e w f l ow contro l pack e t i s r e c ei v e d . 

2. (Currently Amended)_The flow control method according to Claim 1, 
further comprising: wh e r ei n st e p (B) after pausing the service transmission of the VC- 
Trunk furth e r compr i s i ng , initiating , by the transmission-end equipment, a_flow control 
timer at the transmission -end equipment that has r e c ei v e d sa i d f l ow contro l pack e t ; 
d e t e rm i n i ng wh e th e r sa i d f l ow contro l tim i ng is e nd e d, if iUs-no tthe flow control timer 
expires and no new flow control packet is received , th e n wa i t i ng resuming, by the 
transmission-end equipment, the service transmission of the VC-Trunk . 
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3. (Currently Amended)_The flow control method according to Claim 1, 
further comprisinq: wh e r ei n st e p (A) furth e r compr i s i ng after sending the flow control 
packet with the VC-Trunk tag to the transmission-end equipment , initiating , by the 
receiving-end equipment, a flow control timer at the receiving-end transm i ss i on 
equipment and sending sa4d -the flow control packet in a timing- timely manner until 
saidthe s e rv i c e data pack e t b l ock conqestion is d i sapp e ar e d disappears . 

4. (Currently Amended)_The flow control method according to Claim 1, 
wherein st e p (A) the determining whether there is congestion at the VC-Trunk of the 
receiving-end equipment compr i s i nq comprises , on th e down li nk of th e s e rv i c e data 
pack e ts, calculating , by the receiving-end equipment, i nd i v i dua ll y the number of the 
r e c ei v e d service data packets received at the of e v e ry V C-Trunk at r e c ei v i ng -e nd 
transm i ss i on e qu i pm e nt ; and determining that there is congestion at the VC-Trunk if the 
wh e th e r sa i d number i s e xc e ss exceeds a preset flow control threshold , i f i t i s, s e nd i ng 
th e flow contro l pack e t to s e nd i ng e nd transmiss i on e qu i pm e nt . 

5. (Currently Amended)_The flow control method according to Claim 1, 
wherein st e p (A) the determining whether there is congestion at the VC-Trunk of the 
receiving-end equipment compr i s i ng comprises , on th e up li nk of th e s e rv i c e data 
pack e ts, determining , by the receiving-end equipment, whether a First In First Out 
(FIFO) buffer of a — the VC-Trunk at the receiving-end transmission equipment is 
overflow, and determining that there is congestion at the VC-Trunk i f the FIFO buffer is 
overflow i t i s, s e nd i ng sa i d f l ow contro l packet to th e r e c ei v i ng -e nd transm i ss i on 
e qu i pm e nt phys i ca l port . 
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6. (Currently Amended)_The flow control method according to Claim 1, 
wherein the flow control packet comprises an 802.3x pause frame and the V C-Trunk tag 
as a frame-header i s add e d to the 802.3x standard pause frame to cons i st th e f l ow 
contro l pack e t . 

7. (Currently Amended)_The flow control method according to Claim 1, 
wherein VC-Trunk tags correspond to VC-Trunks one by one, and the -a length of the 
VC-Trunk tag le ngth is determined by the number of VC-Trunks. 

8. (New) A receiving-end apparatus for flow control of Virtual Container (VC) 
Trunks, comprising: 

a first unit T configured for determining whether there is congestion at a VC-Trunk 
of the receiving-end apparatus, and sending out a flow control packet with a VC-Trunk 
tag of the VC-Trunk if there is congestion at the VC-Trunk. 

9. (New) The receiving-end apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the first 
unit is further configured for resuming a service receiving after a time indicated by the 
flow control packet expires. 

10. (New) The receiving-end apparatus according to claim 8, further 
comprising: 

a second unit, configured for initiating a flow control timer; and 
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the first unit is further configured for sending the flow control packet in a timely 
manner until the congestion disappears. 

1 1 . (New) The receiving-end apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the first 
unit comprises a first module configured for calculating the number of service data 
packets received at the VC-Trunk; and determining that there is congestion at the VC- 
Trunk if the number exceeds a preset flow control threshold. 

12. (New) The receiving-end apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the first 
unit comprises a second module configured for determining whether a First In First Out 
(FIFO) buffer of the VC-Trunk is overflow, and determining that there is congestion at 
the VC-Trunk if the FIFO buffer is overflow. 

13. (New) A transmission-end apparatus for flow control of Virtual Container 
(VC) Trunks, comprising: 

a first unit configured for pausing service transmission of the VC-Trunk according 
to a VC-Trunk tag received in a flow control packet. 

14. (New) The transmission-end apparatus according to claim 13, further 
comprising: 

a second unit configured for initiating a flow control timer after pausing the 
service transmission of the VC-Trunk, and resuming the service transmission of the VC- 
Trunk if the flow control timer expires and no new flow control packet is received. 
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15. (New) A system for flow control of Virtual Container (VC) Trunks, 
comprising: 

a receiving-end apparatus configured for determining whether there is congestion 
at a VC-Trunk of the receiving-end apparatus, and sending out a flow control packet 
with a VC-Trunk tag of the VC-Trunk if there is congestion at the VC-Trunk; and 

a transmission-end apparatus configured for pausing a service transmission of 
the VC-Trunk according to the VC-Trunk tag received in the flow control packet. 

16. (New) The system of claim 15, wherein the receiving-end apparatus is 
further configured for initiating a flow control timer, and sending the flow control packet 
to the transmission-end apparatus in a timely manner until the congestion disappears. 

17. (New) The system of claim 15, wherein the transmission-end apparatus is 
further configured for initiating a flow control timer after pausing the service transmission 
of the VC-Trunk, and resuming the service transmission of the VC-Trunk if the flow 
control timer expires and no new flow control packet is received. 
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